Grace Ev. Lutheran Church
Voter’s Meeting

January 11, 2010

The quarterly Voter’s Meeting for Grace Lutheran Church was held on Monday, January 11, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. The minutes from the October meeting were read and approved.  The agenda was adopted.  Pastor Brown provided the opening devotion.

Written reports were provided by the Preschool Board, Parish Nurse/Wellness, Pastor Brown, Pastor Carr and the Business Manager.

Board of Christian Education – The Sunday School Students have been raising money for the Peru Water Project.  January 3rd was their last day to bring funds, which total $1,200.  Their next project will be to raise money for Kazakhstan.  Midweek is planning, once again, to visit shut-ins in February.  The Board will be working on planning for Vacation Bible School, anyone interested in helping out in any way should contact a member of the Board or the church office.

Board of Outreach – Extended a GREAT BIG Thank you to everyone who helped with the German service Coffee Fellowship.  The goodies provided were appreciated and everything went well.  They are once again beginning to organize another Movie Night at Grace Camp.  If you have any ideas or suggestions for how to promote and make this event more successful, please see one of the board members.

Board of Finance – We have had a great year of giving with lots of new things being started.  It is very important to keep on tithing, so we can continue to support all the projects and ventures to come. 
Board of Discipleship – The 2009 Pictorial is done.  If you have not picked up your copy, please do so.  If you wish to purchase a pictorial they are $3.00 and can be picked up at the church office.  They will begin planning for the 2010 year at their next meeting in late January.

Board of Elders – Scott Steffens is working on finding a Vacancy Pastor.  The Board of Elders and Steve Butler will be meeting with President Saunders to discuss the Vacancy and ways to help the Grace Congregation resolve conflicts.  The Board approved Rev. Timothy J. Carr & family transfer to Trinity Lutheran Church in Toledo, OH.
Board of Youth – The G.Y.M. Buildings open house was well attended.  Thank you to everyone who has provided funding or items for the G.Y.M. Building.  There were 30 children who attending the Lock-In over New Years, everyone had a great time.  The Varsity & Jr. Varsity groups will be going skiing next week end.  January 23rd the 8th-12th graders will be going to Elevate.  On Saturday, January 30th there will be a Chili/Soup Contest and Bible Trivia Night, please plan to attend to support the 2010 National Youth Gathering.

Camp Board – The “AQS” Quilt Show in Des Moines and the “Old Creamery” Theater trip to Amana were both very well attended.  They had fundraisers at Happy Joe’s and Pizza Hut.  They have been having discussion regarding putting permanent siding on the Peter Retreat Center.  800 Christmas tree seedlings and 100 hardwood seedlings will be ordered for this coming year.  The planting will take place the last weekend in March.  The River Forest students and Boys Scouts will help plant the seedlings.  Our annual Christmas tree sales ended up at about 200 trees.

Business Manager Report – Written reports were provided and questions were answered regarding the finances of Grace Lutheran Church and Grace Lutheran Preschool.

Call Process – President Saunders has been called regarding the need for a Vacancy Pastor as well as regarding the Call.  President Saunders will be meeting with the Board of Elders in February to discuss the vacancy.  In the meantime there are surveys and questioners that will need to be completed, so work can begin on those.  The Call Committee will consist of the members of the Council.  Each Board/Committee will provide a representative to be on the Committee, it does not have to be the chairperson.  Members will be able to submit names when it is time.
Respectfully Submitted,

Kerry L. Good

