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Ten Thousand T-Shirts 
 

 Just having returned from the National Youth Gathering, 
thoughts are still running through my mind about the hundreds of  
different t-shirt designs we saw for other groups. Some were very 
simple while others were funny, brightly colored or maybe even 
thought provoking. No matter what the design, there were tens of 
thousands of t-shirts promoting something, someone or identifying a 
group as belonging together. Even our group from Grace arrived on 
scene at the first mass event all wearing our red ñGrace Lutheranò  
t-shirts. It showed the world that we belonged together.  
 

 But we canôt always go through life wearing t-shirts to know 
who is and who is not a part of the group. You donôt get the  
opportunity in life to take a look at what someone is wearing and say 
ñAh! They have one of our shirts. I know they are a Christian too.ò It 
just doesnôt work that way. If it did, the charge we receive from Jesus 
in Matthew 28 would be really easy wouldnôt it? 
 

 ñAnd Jesus came and said to them, óAll authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.ôò Matthew 28:18-20 
 

 Honestly, it wouldnôt make it any easier. The charge we  
receive is not solely about identifying people. It is about coming into 
relationship with them. It is about talking with them. It is about  
teaching them through your own account of Christ in your life and 
through what the Scriptures tell us about Jesus. Going, making, 
teaching means getting to know people. It means putting yourself out 
there and making yourself available for people to talk to and to ask 
questions of. It means that there is a possibility and a probability that 
you will get into the messiness of another someoneôs life and that 
they will get into the messiness of yours. It means forming a  
relationship with them, joined together as brothers and sisters in 
Christ, that makes us want to say to one another ñYou belong with 
me.ò and ñI belong with you.ò because we have something in  
common: a faith and trust in Jesus Christ as our Savior. And it is that 
commonality in faith that does unite us together more than we could 
ever be united by matching t-shirts. Instead we show the unity we 
have with one another through the love we show to one another  
because of the love that was first shown to us.  
 

United With You In Christ Jesus, 



SPECIAL GIFTS GIVEN INCLUDE: 
In loving memory of James Selleck $20 has been 

given to Grace Lutheran Preschool. 
In loving memory of Una Nelson $20 has been given 

to Grace Lutheran Preschool. 

In loving memory of Irene Hlubek $5 has been     
    given to Grace Camp Friendship Garden. 
In honor of the marriage of Jim & Charlotte  
    Harroun $25 has been given to Grace Camp. 
In honor of Colonel Kay Smith a gift of $10 has   
    been given to Grace Lutheran Camp.  
 
A Serviceberry Tree has been planted by the 
Welton Chapel in honor of Gary and Maribeth 
Penningrothôs Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

SERVING THIS MONTH: 
 

The Elders:   8:30 a.m.    Dave Wold 
         10:00 a.m.   Lauren Hansen  
   Wednesday 7:00 p.m.   Alan Ruggeberg 
    
 

Organist: Diana Baetke 
  Deb Pladna 
  Ray Ackerman 
  Joyce Fletcher 
 

Ushers:    8:30 a.m.   Jim Owen & Fred Behr 
            Laura Norcross & Jared Wold 
  

The Acolytes:  
  (1) 8:30 a.m. Gretchen Henningsen  
  (8)      8:30 a.m. Tyler Ketelsen 

       (15)     8:30 a.m. MacKenzie Meggers 
       (22)     8:30 a.m. Amber Meyer 
       (29)     8:30 a.m. Jacob Minic 
 
      

A/V Technicians: 
  (1) 8:30 a.m. Rich Matzen 
  (8)      8:30 a.m. Steve Butler 

       (15)     8:30 a.m. Ray Ackerman 
       (22)     8:30 a.m. Vicki Becker 
       (29)     8:30 a.m.  Volunteer Needed 

Congratulations to Wayne & 
Tori Grantz on the birth of their 
daughter, Katherine Lily, born 
on July 1st.  Katherine 
weighed 7 pounds 3 ounces 
and was 20ò long. 

 
Best Wishes to Aaron & Shannon Soenksen on 
the birth of their daughter, Aria Jo-Sandra, born 
on July 10th.  Aria weighed 4 pounds 10 ounces 
and was 17 1/2ò long. 
 
Congratulations to Audra (Bark) & Chris Adams 
on the birth of their daughter, Annalynn Elyce, 
born on July 2nd.  Annalynn weighed 7 pounds 
14 ounces and was 20ò long. 
 
Warmest Wishes to Eric & Brittany Hoffmann on 
the birth of their son, Grant Allan, born on July 
5th.  Grant weighed 8 pounds 3 ounces and was 
20ò long. 

Fall Scrapbooking Retreat  
November 12 -13 

 

Please watch your News & Notes and  
Newsletter for more information on 

this event.  

Baptized on July 25, 2010ð
Benjamin William Hines, son of 
Anthony & Chelsea Hines.  His 
sponso rs  a re  Mat thew  
Petersen and Sherry King. 
Welcome to Godôs Family! 

Congratulations to Chris &  
Michelle Haney who were 
united in marriage this past 
month. 

NEW PRAYER NOTES ON DISPLAY 
FEEL FREE TO TAKE ONE THAT MAY MEET 
YOUR NEEDS. 
 

1. Discovering Simple Ways to Pray 
2. Understanding Healing Power of Prayer 
3. Telling God ñThanksò - No Matter What 
4. Making Your Marriage Stronger Through Prayer 
5. Getting Help with an Addiction 
6. HumorðIt Helps Us as We Age 
7. ñWhere Is God In My Suffering? 
8. When Your Prayers Go Unanswered 
9. You Donôt Need ñHoly Wordsò in Order to Pray 



Our Fall Worship Schedule will begin on 

Wednesday, September 1, 2010.  Please make 

note of service time changes and locations.   
 

Wednesday Service 
7:00 p.m. at Church 

 

Sunday Services Include: 
 

Traditional Worship  

8:30 a.m. at Church 
 

Praise Worship 

11:00 a.m. at Church 
 

Confirmation  Orientation for 6th, 7th and 8th 

grades will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday,  

September 1st.  Classes begin on September 8th 

at 5:30 p.m. 
 

 

FaithWeaver Friends, our midweek program 

designed for preschool through 5th grade,  

begins September 8th at 5:30 p.m. 
 

 

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class begin 

on September 5th at 9:45 a.m. 

Wednesday Worship   
August 4, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

On Wednesday, August 4, 2010, Grace Summer 
Camp will be holding a closing worship service  
beginning at 6:00 p.m. The congregation is invited 
to come and worship together with the campers and 
their families for the Summer Camp 2010 worship 
service and talent show. The service will be held at 
the Outdoor Chapel and will take the place of the 
regularly scheduled 7:00 p.m. Wednesday evening 
worship at Welton Chapel on that evening. Welton 
Chapel service will resume on August 11, 2010. 

Stewardship Corner 
Godôs Word is clear about our need to 
give and how we are to give. For  
example, in Exodus 23:16, God tells His 
people that they are to bring their best to 
the Lord.  In Proverbs 3:9, He directs His 
people to give their firstfruits. In the  
writings from Paul, we read that we are to 
give on the first day of the week (1  
Corinthians 16:2).  So how does God react 
if we are not faithful in our giving?  
Through the words of the prophet Malachi, 
God showed his displeasure to those who 
were depriving Him of their tithes and  
offerings.  Are you pleasing God through 
your attitude toward giving and what you 
give? 

OctoberFeast 
Sunday, October 10th 

 
 

 
 

Thank you to all of the very generous meat  
donors.  We are grateful to have donors who help 
provide food for our wonderful time of fellowship. 
 
Needing donations of other food items.  We are 
also looking for donations of potatoes, veggies, 
bread, paper products, etc for the meal.  If this is a 
tax free donation that you would like to include in 
your financial plan this year, please contact 
Danette. 
 
Detailed information for this yearôs OctoberFeast 
will be in the September newsletter.  If you would 
like to make a donation for the OctoberFeast, 
please contact Danette LaBarge at 659-5893 or the 
church office 659-9153. 

 

Still enrolling for 4 year old  
preschool, 12:30ð3:00 p.m.  
MondayðFriday. 
 

3 year old classes are full at this time. 
 
 

Call the office for more information, 659-9153. 

POP CAN TABS are being collected for 
Camp Courageous, please save yours 
today.  Saved tabs can be dropped off 
in the kitchen. 



 

 

Five months after the catastrophic Haiti earthquake, LCMS World Relief and Human Care (WR-HC)  

continues to reach out, awarding $1.5 million in grants to Lutheran partners for relief efforts and making 

"long-haul" recovery plans that are expected to continue for years to come. 
 

Of the funds made possible by generous WR-HC donors, $360,000 in grants have gone to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of Haiti (ELCH) and the Lutheran Church of Haiti (LCH) to remove rubble from collapsed 

churches, schools, and homes destroyed in the Jan. 12 quake. 
 

"In doing so, Lutherans in the ELCH and the LCH will begin to rebuild their churches, schools, homes, and 

communities. This will bring hope and encouragement to the people who are anxious to make a fresh start," 

said Rev. Glenn F. Merritt, director of Disaster Response with WR-HC. 
 

More recently, WR-HC awarded a $200,000 grant to the ELCH for "Building Homes and Hope in 

Haiti," (www.lcms.org/bhhh) a project that aims to build several hundred homes in areas close to where 

earthquake survivors still live in tents. The grant helped the ELCH purchase property for some of these new 

homes. In April, local Haitian laborers and LCMS volunteers from Ohio and Missouri built three model 

homes. 
 

More than $2 million in grant proposals also are in the works, including: 

¶ Additional funds for the "Building Homes and Hope in Haiti" project 

¶ A long-term medical strategy in Haiti 

Grants to WR-HC partner, Orphan Grain Train (www.ogt.org) 
 

To date, caring donors have provided more than $5 million in gifts for WR-HC relief efforts that will  

continue long after the disaster disappears from news headlines and many other relief agencies have left the 

country. 

 
On behalf of The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod, LCMS World Relief and Human Care (the mercy arm of the 

LCMS) is working cooperatively with LCMS World Mission (the mission sending arm of the LCMS), LCMS  

congregations and districts, and U.S. and international partners to provide immediate and long-term relief for the  

people of Haiti and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti. 

 

05-27-2010  Haiti Earthquake Donations Enable ñLong-haulò Response 

To continue supporting the Haiti Mission Project, Grace  

Lutheran Church will be having a special mission offering on 

August 15th.  Please look into your hearts and consider giving 

to this very important mission.  Your continued support of 

these missions is very much appreciated.   

http://www.lcms.org/pages/www.lcms.org/bhhh
http://www.ogt.org


FREE  
Everyone welcome! 

Moonlight 

Movie Night 
At  

Grace Camp 
 

Friday August 6th, 2010  
Bring the whole family and enjoy a night under the 

starsé 

Showing: 
 

The Blind Side  
Also join us for childrenõs activities before the movieé7pm until dark 

 Concessions will be available; kids can even earn tickets for free candy!  

(Hot dogs, Chips, Popcorn, Candy, Soda, Water)  
 

 

 
Sponsored by: 

 The Board of Outreach, Grace Lutheran Church  



The 2010 Altar Flower sign up 
sheet is available at the  
Welcome Center.  We are  
giving members the opportunity to 
donate these bouquets in honor of 

or in memory of persons or events.  Each  
bouquet is $19 and there will be two bouquets each 
week.  The following is a list of dates that are still 
available: 

August 8th, 15th 
September 19th 
November 28th 

December 5th, 19th 
 

Please, sign up for your preferred dates on the  
floral calendar located at the Welcome Center, put 
your payment in the envelope provided and put the 
envelope through the mail slot in the secretaryôs door.  

THE PRODUCE TABLE is 

back and is located just inside 

the west front door. If you have 

extra garden goodies, please bring 

them to share. Thank you! 

Thank you to my church family for your 
prayers, cards, phone calls, visits and gifts 
since my fall on the ice in  
December and knee surgery in  
February.  A special thank you to the 
Prayer Warriors, the Human Care  
Committee, the delivery people, the  
office staff, Pastor Brown for his hospital 
visits and Pastor Garland & Grace  
Gotoski for their home visits and  
communion.  It was much appreciated. 

Blessing to All, 
Leola ñLeeò Schmidt 

 
Thank you to  everyone at Grace  
Lutheran Church for the outstanding blood 
drive you held in July.  Twenty-five units 
were collected at the drive, and because 
of your combined generosity, as many as 
75 patients will benefit from lifesaving 
blood products.  We are incredibly  
fortunate to have the support of dedicated 
sponsors like you, who believe in our  
mission and care enough to take an active 
role in the blood program.  Thank you, for 
your partnership and all you do to make 
lifesaving possible. 

Sincerely, 
David R. Green, President/CEO 

Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center 
 

A special thanks to everyone that came to 
see the youth group off on the trip to New 
Orleans. Your prayers and continued  
support mean so much to all of us. Special 
thanks also to our chaperones Laura  
Norcross, Anke Maass, and Amanda 
Bopes for using and giving their time and 
talents during the trip. Thank you all so 
very much!      
      Pastor Brown 
 
 

 

LWML Mission Guild 
ñServe the Lord with gladnessò 

 

August 1
st
ðòMITESò Sunday 

August 10
th
ðLWML Mission Guild Board Meeting 

                       6:30 p.m. 
August 17

th
ðLWML Zone Board Meeting  

                      (9:00 a.m.) @ Grace Church 
 
The LWML Mission Guild Board Meeting will be 
held on August 10, 2010, at 6:30 p.m. in meeting 
room #1.  We will be planning our fall/winter  
activities.  Any woman of Grace is welcome to attend 
this meeting. 

 

Congratulations to the 
Saber Boys Baseball 
Team who qualified for 
state.  Best wishes on 
your up-coming games. 



Stock the Sunday School 
Rooms ï With school supply 
sales starting, please consider  
purchasing a few extra items to 
help restock our Sunday school 
rooms.  We could use the  
following items:  Expo Dry 
Erase markers and erasers, 
glue sticks, markers, pencil 
sharpeners, Kleenex boxes 
and Fiskar scissors.  A bin is 
located in the church foyer to 
collect all donations.  
 
Sunday School Teachers 
Needed ï We are in need of 
Sunday school teachers and 
substitute teachers for the com-
ing school year.  The kids in 
2nd, 5th, 6th and 7th grades 
would greatly appreciate it if 
you would volunteer to help 
them learn about God and His 
Word.   
 

Additionally, we are always in 
need of substitute teachers 
when a teacher is not able to 
be there.  Please contact Steve 
Butler at 659-8013 or the 
church office if you would like 
to help with Sunday school for 
the 2010-2011 school year. 

Volunteers for FaithWeaver Friends ï We 
are beginning our planning for another year 
of FaithWeaver Friends. Several of the  
volunteers who helped last year have already 
signed up to help again this year. However, 
we are in need of additional volunteers. We 
need people to help in the following areas: 

 
Å Circle of Friends leaders ï lead group of 5-8 kids (preschool 

and kindergarten ï 5th grade) through the activity stations and 
build relationships with your group of kids 
Å Leaders and helpers for Music, Snack and Games stations 
Å Helpers for Projects with a Purpose (crafts) station 
Å Administration (take attendance, listen to memory work, track 

award points) 
 
FaithWeaver Friends will begin on September 8th and takes 
place each Wednesday night, 5:30 ï 6:45. A volunteer sheet 
is available in the church foyer or you can contact Kristy 
Engelkes at 285-5573 or the church office if you would like to 
help with this awesome program for the 2010-2011 school year. 

Students entering 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade  in the 2010-2011 

school year, and their parents, are asked to attend the  

Confirmation Orientation session on September 1, 2010, at 

6:00 p.m. During the orientation we will introduce the course of 

study for the upcoming year, introduce memory work outlines, 

and sermon note sheets, as well as answer questions students 

and parents have about the upcoming year. Confirmation 

classes begin meeting weekly on September 8, 2010,  and are 

scheduled to begin at 5:30 p.m. and end at 6:45 p.m. each 

week. For more information please contact Pastor Brown. 

Confirmation 2010-2011 Orientation 

September 1, 2010 

Thank you to all the children and  
parents who supported our 2010  
Sunday School Haiti Mission Project.  
Thanks to all your donations we were 
able to donate $ 1,229.42 to Haiti.  The 
donation has been well received and 

will be used in two ways, to support a short term  
missionary who is going to be helping oversee the  
reconfiguration of the orphanage and to help build new 
boys and girls dorm areas on their new land.  Your  
continued support of this Mission Project has been 
greatly appreciated. 

Do you need a place to drop off your empty 
pop cans and bottles?  You do? Well that is 
great!  One of the Youth fund-raisers is  
collecting empty bottles and cans for deposit.  
Just drop yours off at church and we will take 
care of the rest.      

Do you have old pairs of eyeglasses and 
donõt know what to do with them?  Why not 
drop them off at the church.  We 
have a drop box for the Night 
Lions located in the coat closet. 



We're Back!!! 
  

Thank you to all that helped 
make our trip to New Orleans 
possible.  From fund raising,  
donations, moral support and 
seeing us off Friday evening, 19 
youth and 4 adults had a life 
changing experience. 
  

The bus ride was uneventful with kids talking, listening to music, watching movies, munching and of 
course sleeping.  We  got into New Orleans several hours early.  This allowed us to get into our 
rooms, walk to the Convention Center (That felt good after sitting 16 hours on a bus), getting our 
back packs, tee-shirts and eat a bite at the Riverwalk Marketplace.  Back to the hotel to change and 
walk to the Superdome for the Opening Mass Event.  Imagine walking into the Superdome with 
25,000 other youth, the music, the dancing and being with others all praising God together. 
  

Try and picture 25,000 lime green back packs every day and night walking together down the 
streets of New Orleans.  Everyone was asked "What's up with the green backpacks and  
tee-shirts?"  and when they were told we were all at a Christian Youth Gathering, they thanked us 
for supporting their city and helping with service events.  Even the mayor came to our closing to 
thank us.  
  

Our first day was, "Look", our fun day.  You could bungee trampoline, rock wall, joust, make and 
take, play a giant Twister game,  and all the Concordia Colleges were there to talk too.  We left 
about 2:00, changed and walked through the French Quarter to  "Ralph and Kacco's" where we 
tried fried and blackened alligator, crab fingers, shrimp beignet, fried crawfish, plus hamburgers and  
chicken strips.  All very filling, so the walk to the Superdome that night felt good too. 
  

"Listen" was our second day.   Classes all day, so many choices.  Subjects on morality, witnessing, 
domestic violence, creation vs. evolution, and live bands giving concerts.  So many things to listen 
to and take in.  Our last track was "Live", our service day.  You could make tie blankets for the 
homeless, pack boxes for shelters, write letters to service men, make banners or go off site to paint 
or clean a cemetery.  This really got our kids thinking, even at the Youth Group after we came back.  
They suggested doing more service events. about doing more service events.)   
  

Tuesday night was our church night with communion.  Our church had the privilege to help serve so 
Pastor Brown, Allen Ketelsen, Maddison Brown and Bryce Gassmann assisted with this.  Two of 
our youth were also chosen to be in the Choir, congratulations Shawna Becker and Michael Carr 
for a job well done.   
  

Wednesday was the Closing Mass Event.  How awe inspiring.  Music, music, music, dancing and 
praising.  Jonah said it best, "A perfect ending to a perfect week" 
  

Unbelievable that in a crowd of 25,000 you can find people.  We found Landon Becker, Brian  
Steward, Josh Wold, Pastor Brown's classmates, other area church youth and their chaperones. 
  

The entire congregation should be proud of our youth.  We had no drama, no problems, (things we 
would over hear in bathrooms and at meetings about some of the troubles other churches were 
having)  just great kids there for the right reasons.  They never had to be told to be quiet during a 
Bible study or a class. They always checked in when they were supposed to and they all became 
closer as a youth group and closer in their walk with God!!! 
  
Thank you again for making it possible for us to go. We will never forget this awesome experience. 
  
Laura, Anke, Amanda and Pastor Brown 


